
SHOCKING CUTBACKS MAY CLOSE THE DOORS ON ANDREA'S HOUSE 
In the state budget for 2023, the (Norwegian) government has proposed to remove all earmarked funds for 
Norwegian hospices and children's hospices. The government proposes to collect the old earmarked grants 
in a new, searchable grant scheme. But at the same time, the government cuts 28.3 million in the overall 
allocations, compared to the budget for 2022. This creates an unsustainable situation for Lukas Hospice in 
Malvik, the services in Nordre Follo and Nordre Aasen in Oslo, i.e. for Norway's first children's hospice, 
Andreas hus in Kristiansand . The cut from the government is dramatic for the entire palliative care field in 
Norway. For Andrea's house, this most likely means that the whole project comes to a halt less than three 
months before the first dying children and their families are finally due to move in. Today, four days after 
the state budget was presented, we received the keys to Andreas Hus. The state has invested 90 million in 
the building, and a total of 165 million has been spent on the project. 17 people have already been 
employed, and are now starting the tailored further education at NTNU. In January, the first children and 
families arrive at the house. Overnight we have gone from being ready to open, to now having to assume 
that years of hard work, and huge investments, have been wasted and that we are moving back to the 
beginning. 
The cut proposal comes as a shock to the Association for Children's Palliation and Andrea's House. Care for 
seriously ill and dying children is the last thing that should be cut. The promises that are being broken now 
have been crystal clear and pronounced throughout. The investments of both money and energy have been 
enormous. Clear promises and commitments The Storting and the government have repeatedly promised 
funding for Norway's first children's hospice in a five-year pilot period. As recently as last year, the red-green 
government wrote the following about Andrea's house: The government proposes to continue the 
earmarked grant of NOK 30.8 million to Lukas hospice Malvik and to the children's hospice in Kristiansand in 
2022. The Ministry of Health and Social Care is establishing a five-year pilot period for both Lukas hospice 
Malvik and for the children's hospice in Kristiansand, starting with the first year of subsidy. For Lukas 
hospice Malvik, the pilot period is defined to be from and including 2019 to 2023. For the children's hospice 
in Kristiansand, the pilot period is defined to be from 2020 to and including 2024. In July, the association 
published an interview with Minister of Health Ingvild Kjerkol, who said, among other things, the following:  
We look forward to reaping the experiences we eventually gain from Andreas Hus. As I said, the place 
represents something new in our country, and in it there were opportunities both to learn and to 
understand. Now it is primarily important to open the doors at Andreas Hus, welcome the families and then 
take it from there. 
We cannot fail the children We have worked purposefully with the promises and support of politicians. The 
cut to the state budget has come without warning and without justification. It will be unimaginable if dying 
children and their families will now really be let down at the finish line, after the state has been with the 
team both professionally and financially throughout. Recently, we have had several families visiting, who 
are really itching to finally be able to use Andrea's house and get the offer they are missing. It is important 
for us to emphasize that we will do everything to be able to open our doors in January. It is not the first time 
we have experienced challenges and adversity. Nevertheless, this is a completely extraordinary situation for 
us. The cut in itself is dramatic, but an additional consequence of the fact that the funds are no longer 
earmarked is that it will take longer before we actually receive support from the state. No transitional 
arrangements have been set up between earmarking and application-based funds. This means that 
operating funds for Andreas Hus may in reality arrive several months late. We are now looking at all 
possibilities to solve the liquidity challenges we may face in the next six months. This involves examining 
bank credits, freeing up FFB's own funds and all external solutions that can free up working capital to 
finance the domestic operation of Andrea's house. At the same time, it is a fact that we are now completely 
dependent on political support and changes in order to actually be able to start the operation of the house 



and the offer in it. The first sod would never have been taken if it weren't for the politicians, and it is difficult 
to imagine that the first children will be able to be welcomed without the same political support. Extensive 
and expensive consequences Our most important hope is equally that there is an understanding among the 
politicians that what is happening is politically totally irresponsible. Kristiansand municipality guarantees 
the rent for ten years, and with this gets a potentially huge bill from the state. 17 employees have quit their 
jobs to contribute to Andrea's house. Soil has been sacrificed to build the house, which may not now be 
usable. Altogether, the local consequences are great for Kristiansand's politicians. 
But most of all, we hope that the politicians get involved for the children who need it, to live out the last 
phase of their lives with us. Or that we should be able to give the children and their families relief, a place to gather 
strength and take care of each other, in what is often a year-long process until the child dies. It is not a local but a 
national matter that terminally ill and dying children are being neglected. We have already been contacted by a 
number of parents who want a place for their children. With refrigerated beds, a farewell room and a memorial 
garden, the house is ready for families who are already experiencing the most difficult things one can experience as 
parents, siblings and relatives. Our prayer is that the politicians leave no stone unturned and fail Andrea's house at the 
finish line. Do you want to support us? Sign our petition and feel free to share: No to budget cuts for Norway's first 
children's hospice - an offer for dying children, their parents and siblings.  


